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PAINT  MANAGEMENT  AND  DISPOSAL 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 


Old  household  paint  may  contain  organic  solvents  and  heavy  metals  that  can  harm  the  environment  if  paint 
is  disposed  of  on  the  ground  or  down  the  drain.  Paint  and  some  related  products  are  now  collected  for  re-use 
and  recycling  in  many  communities  at  programs  sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Environmental  Protection  (DEP). 


USE  UP  LEFTOVER  PAINT 

Properly  stored  paint  can  remain  .usable  for  10  to  15  years.  Pourable  paint  can  be  reused  or  recycled.  To 
check  if  paint  is  still  good  to  use,  do  a  patch  test 

1 .  Clean  the  surface  to  be  painted  and  paint  a  3  or  4-inch  test  area. 

2.  Allow  the  paint  to  dry  for  48  hours. 

3.  Place  a  piece  of  masking  tape  over  the  paint  and  pull  off. 

4.  If  paint  comes  off  on  the  tape,  the  paint  is  no  longer  good  to  use. 

If  you  have  no  further  use  for  your  paint,  call  your  local  Department  of  Public  Works  or  the  Massachusetts 
Office  of  Technical  Assistance  (OTA)  at  (617)727-3260  x  696  to  learn  if  your  community  has  a  paint 
exchange.  Usable  paint  from  these  programs  can  be  picked-up  by  other  residents,  theater  groups,  and 
community  service  organizations. 

Older  paints  may  contain  the  toxic  metals  mercury  or  lead.  Your  community  paint  program  may  accept 
these  hazardous  waste  paints,  or  you  can  take  them  to  your  local  household  hazardous  waste  collection 
event.  Call  OTA  at  (617)727-3260  x  696  for  more  information. 


RECYCLING  OR  DISPOSAL 

Through  the  Surplus  Paint  Program  sponsored  by  the  DEP,  a  Massachusetts-based  paint  recycling  firm 
processes  latex  and  oil-based  paint  and  related  products  into  new  paint.  Call  your  local  DP W  for  specifics 
on  what  is  accepted  at  your  local  paint  collection  site. 

First,  identify  your  leftover  paint.  Because  oil-based  paint  contains  solvents,  the  container  labels  will  state 
"combustible"  and  instructions  will  recommend  cleanup  with  mineral  spirits  or  other  solvents.  Latex  paint 
contains  water  and  cleanup  with  water  is  recommended. 
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Second,  call  your  local  DPW  or  OTA  to  learn  if  your  community  is  one  of  70  with  access  to  a  paint 
collection  site  to  recycle  paint. 


PAINT  DRYING  TECHNIQUES:  WHEN  YOU  CAN'T  RECYCLE 

Oil-based  Paint 

Oil-based  paint  fumes  are  a  health  and  fire  hazard.  Take  oil-based  paint  to  a  community  paint  collection 
site  or  household  hazardous  waste  collection. 

Latex  Paint 

If  you  must  dispose,  dry  out  paint  in  an  outside  work  area  away  from  children,  pets  and  rain.  Drying  will 
take  several  days  to  several  months  depending  on  the  type  and  quantity  of  paint.  For  small  amounts,  remove 
the  lid  and  let  the  paint  dry  in  the  can.  For  large  amounts,  pour  one-inch  layers  of  paint  into  a  cardboard  box 
lined  with  a  plastic  bag.  Stir  the  paint  occasionally  to  speed  drying.  Put  completely  dried  paint  in  the  trash. 
Recycle  the  steel  cans  if  your  community  accepts  them.  Otherwise,  leave  the  lids  off  cans  so  trash  collectors 
will  know  they  are  empty  and  dry. 


IF  YOU'RE  MOVING  SOON 

•  Find  someone  who  can  use  up  your  leftover  paint. 

•  Take  your  paint  to  a  community  collection  site  for  exchange,  recycling  or  disposal.  Call  your  local 
Department  of  Public  Works  to  find  out  if  you  have  access  to  one. 

•  Bring  your  latex  paint  to  your  new  home  and  use  up  or  recycle  there.  wi^lL^^w^  ^  ^ 

•  Have^ a  friend  or  neighbor  diyout-your  latex  paint  for  you.  -^-^^,,„,r-- 

•  Contact  the  Green  Paint  Company  (508)234-5777  or  Durant  Paint  (617)289-1400  which  accept  paint 
from  individuals  for  a  charge. 


PREVENT  PAINT  WASTE:  PLAN  AHEAD 

Plan  your  painting  chore.  Buy  the  right  type  and  amount  of  paint.  Store  paint  properly.  For  more  information 
on  preventing  paint  waste  and  other  household  hazardous  wastes  or  products,  contact  the  Massachusetts 
Office  of  Technical  Assistance  at  (617)727-3260  x  696. 


THANK  YOU  FOR  USING  UP  WASTE  PAINT 


This  fact  sheet  was  prepared  by  the  Office  of  Technical  Assistance  (OTA),  a  branch  of  the  Massachusetts 
Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs.  OTA 's  mission  is  to  assist  in  reducing  the  use  of  toxic  chemicals 
or  the  generation  of  hazardous  waste  by  manufacturers  and  residents  of  the  Commonwealth.  OTA  assumes 
no  responsibility  and  disclaims  liability  for  any  injury  or  damage  due  to  information  herein.  This  information 
is  available  in  alternate  formats  upon  request.  For  further  information  about  this  fact  sheet  or  other 
household  hazardous  waste  reduction  strategies,  or  about  OTA's  technical  services,  contact:  Office  of 
Technical  Assistance,  100  Cambridge  Street,  Room  2109,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  02202;  phone  #(61 7)  727- 
3260;fax#(617)727-3827;  electronic  bulletin  board #(617)727-5621. 


